
 
Springdale Board of Health 

March 11, 2021 
 

Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.   

Board of Health Members  
Present:  Scott Garrison, Rita Hart, James Squires 
Dr. Webb, Medical Advisor 
 
Others Present 
Mayor Webster; Holly Emerson, Council representative to the Board of Health 
City Staff:  Matt Clayton, Health Commissioner; Amy Ellis, Public Health Nurse 
 
Minutes of the January 14, 2021 and February 11, 2021 Board of Health Meeting  
Minutes of the January 14, 2021 Board of Health meeting were considered.  Minutes of the February 11, 
2021 Board of Health meeting were also considered.  The Board of Health minutes for both meetings were 
accepted unanimously.   
 
City Council Report 
 
Mrs. Emerson gave the City Council Report.   
 
Her report is as follows: 
 
February 17, 2021 
 
Ordinance No. 3-2021 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE 
DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RUMPKE OF OHIO, INC., FOR WASTE COLLECTION AND 
RECYCLING SERVICES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
Mrs. Emerson stated that this is the final year of a three-year contract.  Rumpke offered a similar 
agreement.  That passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
Ordinance No. 4-2021 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO 
A CONTRACT WITH FYDA FREIGHTLINER CINCINNATI FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2022 FREIGHTLINER M2 
106 TRUCK CAB AND CHASSIS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
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This will be a dump truck for the Springdale Public Works Department.  The money was previously set 
aside in the Street Maintenance Fund.  The cost of the truck would be $80,569.  That passed with a 7-0 
vote.   
 
March 3, 2021 
 
Resolution No. R03-2021 
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE TEACHERS AND STAFF AT SPRINGDALE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF BEING SELECTED AS A NATIONAL ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION ACT SCHOOL FOR 2020 
 
The Springdale Elementary School was selected by the Ohio Department of Education to be named a 
National Elementary and Secondary Education Act School for 2020.  Springdale is only one of two schools 
in the State of Ohio and only one of 57 in the United States to receive this honor in 2020. 
 
That passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
 
Old Business   -  None   
 
New Business   -  None 
 
Health Commissioner’s Report        Matt Clayton 
Nuisances, Animal Bites, and Food Illnesses 
There were no complaints submitted for March for the Board of Health members to discuss.   
 
COVID-19 Report 
Mr. Clayton informed the Board of Health that the State of Ohio recently disclosed more deaths that were 
not reported in a timely manner.  That brought the current total to 29.  Of the 29 Springdale deaths 
associated with the COVID pandemic, 22 occurred at congregate care settings (nursing homes).  The 
average age of death among these individuals was 89 years.  The congregate care outbreaks included an 
April 2020 event and an outbreak that occurred from November 2020 - January 2021.  The average age of 
death among the seven Springdale residents who lived independently and passed as a result of COVID-19 
was 81.8 years.   
 
Mr. Clayton commented on similarities between Springdale’s COVID-19 death statistics and those of the 
State of Ohio.  Specifically, the majority of deaths were people age 80 and over who lived in congregate 
care settings.  He also advised there have been 970 cases of COVID-19 in Springdale to date.  Mr. Clayton 
did note that the number of cases is continuing to decrease.   
 
P.H.A.B. Accreditation 
 
Site visit is scheduled for May 11-13, 2021.   
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Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC) Program 
 
Mr. Clayton stated that the most recent ODH MAC time study was held on February 22-28, 2021.  The 
financial reimbursement from this time study will be reported at the April 2021 BOH meeting.   
 
Food Program 
 
Bugatti’s Restaurant which is located at 340 Glensprings Drive submitted new equipment for approval.  It 
is not operating at this time.  LaQuinta Inn submitted a plan review packet for a remodel of their breakfast 
bar.  The African Family Market will open on March 12, 2021.  Mi Cozumel’s architect submitted plans on 
March 2, 2021 for a bar area.  Dr. Ketring discussed issues at Mi Cozumel at the February 2021 meeting.  
Mr. Clayton and Ms. Jergens investigated at Mi Cozumel and verified multiple violations of the State of 
Ohio’s guidance under the Responsible Restart Ohio guidelines.  Modifications to the restaurant to ensure 
social distancing and barriers between tables were completed the week of March 1, 2021.  Ms. Jergens 
proctored ServSafe exams to four individuals recently after the individuals took the class on-line.   
 
Springdale CDBG-CV Grant (To assist food operations in the City of Springdale) 
Mr. Clayton noted that food service operations and retail food establishments are turning in their food 
license applications, they are also enclosing applications for grant money.  The deadline for businesses to 
turn the applications in is March 31, 2021, with the intention of awarding the grants in April 2021.  The 
program was reported by WCPO on March 2, 2021.  There was some discussion regarding the news article.   
 
2020 Annual Report 
Mr. Clayton provided the Board of Health members with a copy of the City of Springdale Health 
Department Annual Report for 2020.  Mr. Clayton asked if they board members had any questions.  While 
waiting for questions, he stated that he was amazed at how much COVID-19 had an impact on the past 
year in regards to what items were not implemented this past year due to COVID-19.  Mr. Clayton did 
state that the silver lining in all of this was the grant money that was generated to assist in Springdale’s 
community response in regards to contact tracing, vaccination clinics, and supplies.  The amount totaled 
over $270,000 
 
 
Public Health Nurse’s Report        Mrs. Ellis, RN 
Hamilton County Drug Overdose Report 
Nurse Ellis handed out the February 2021 Hamilton County Overdose Report and asked if any Board of 
Health members had questions regarding the report.  While that was being handed out, Nurse Ellis stated 
that the Springdale Fire Department reported that there was one instance where Narcan was used in 
January 2021.  In February, there were two instances.  There were no questions.   
 
Communicable Disease Report 
Nurse Ellis handed out the Hamilton County Communicable Disease Report for Southwest Ohio for the 
Week of February 21 to February 27, 2021.  Nurse Ellis noted that the amount of cases of COVID-19 for 
this week was 998 cases.  She stated that five weeks ago, for a one-week periods, there was 3,139 cases.  
This is a significant decrease in the number of cases.  Springdale in February had 95 cases of COVID-19, 
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while a month ago in January, there was 203 cases.  There is a definite decrease in the amount of cases.  
She asked if there were any questions.  There were no questions.   
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics 
 
Mass Vaccination Planning 
Nurse Ellis gave updated information as to who is currently receiving the COVID-19 vaccine.  Tier 1a, and 
Tier 1b are the current Tiers.  Tier 1a is healthcare workers, Tier 1b started with elderly individuals.  It was 
recently opened up to 60+, and as of March 11, 2021, it opened up to individuals 50+ in age.  Last week it 
was also opened up to daycare workers, so Nurse Ellis stated that she reached out to daycare workers and 
worked them into current clinics last week as well as this upcoming week.  The first shipment of Janssen 
(Johnson and Johnson) vaccine was received, which was 300 doses.  Of that 300 doses, 240 has already 
been administered.  The remaining 60 doses would definitely be used up at the clinic to be held on March 
12, 2021.  Nurse Ellis stated that it was not looking very likely that the Springdale Health Department 
would be receiving the Janssen vaccine again in the near future.   
 
As of March 11, 2021, the Health Department has received 3,800 COVID-19 vaccines, and 3,220 of those 
doses have been given, with an additional 200 more being given at the clinic to be held March 12, 2021.  
Just one month prior, 1,620 doses had been given.  In a month’s time, the number of vaccines given has 
doubled.  Nurse Ellis stated that one item that has especially helped in getting the vaccine distributed is 
the Vaccine Management Solution (VMS).  It is the State-run system that assists in scheduling 
appointments for individuals looking for appointments.  The website went “live” for individuals to actually 
access to schedule this past Monday.  The Springdale Health Department was involved with them about 
two weeks prior to do a “trial run” which involved the service calling individuals that the Health 
Department had on their extensive waiting list.  They did some robo-calls, as well as individual phone calls 
to try and schedule appointments.  A great burden was lifted by the VMS system making those phone 
calls.  To make 1,700 phone calls would have been an impossible task to accomplish for the individuals in 
our department.  When going to the website, gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov, individuals are able to get 
on the website, type in the zip code and it will show providers that are nearby to see if any appointments 
are available.  The current “downside” is that Nurse Ellis stated she is only able to allow appointments a 
week in advance because the vaccine supply is not a steady stream at this point yet.  It is currently believed 
that the larger vaccine clinics would be receiving the largest supply of the Janssen vaccine.  It is unclear at 
this time if smaller health department would be receiving that vaccine in the near future.  Discussion 
continued regarding the various types of vaccine.   
 
Mrs. Emerson asked if there was still a waiting list that residents and individuals could place their name 
on.  Nurse Ellis and Mr. Clayton stated that the list has since been eliminated, but that when individuals 
call the Health Department, they will receive the website information to get registered.  Some concern 
was raised for elderly individuals that may not have computers or know how to navigate the website.  Mr. 
Clayton stated that early on, many older individuals needed assistance, and those were the individuals 
who did receive phone calls from VMS to schedule appointments.  The current age demographic for 
individuals to navigate the website is a younger group who should be capable of scheduling the 
appointments.  Discussion continued regarding larger vaccine distribution centers and larger amounts of 
vaccine being distributed.   
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Other Public Health Information 
Ebola outbreaks have been occurring in Guinea and Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The United States 
government has initiated public health measures again to respond to the outbreak.  As in 2016, the 
Federal government has instituted regulations that anyone that has travelled over to the countries 
currently affected by the recent outbreaks, they come in to six different airports, and are screened at 
those airports.  Wherever those individuals then proceed to stay, the local health departments are then 
notified.  That local health department then is required to monitor the individual.  In the outbreak zone, 
the health department would have to monitor them for 21 days and the monitoring was twice a day, and 
one of those times had to be an in-person visit or via FaceTime.  The individuals were quarantined and 
they couldn’t travel.  That was four years ago.  Now, the guidelines have changed.  It is based on the 
individual’s risk exposure.  If we have a country as big as the United States and there is an outbreak in 
California, and the individual travels to Florida, why would the individual need to be monitored for 21 
days and be quarantined?  The guidelines have changed with that.  Now, it is dependent upon the 
exposure.  If the individual was over there and exposed to someone with Ebola, or the individual is a 
healthcare worker working in it, or actually in the area of the outbreak, then it would be active monitoring 
including being quarantined, and travel restrictions.  If an individual travels to a country, they were 
nowhere near the outbreak, and no known exposure, then the local health department would contact the 
individual, give them information, and at the end of the 21 days, the local health department would 
contact them again to see how the individual is doing.  Less monitoring is more an educational contact.   
 

Board of Health Discussion 
Discussion continued regarding vaccination roll-out and the approximate timeline of individuals in all age 
groups being fully vaccinated.   
 

The next meeting will be Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  The Board of Health meeting adjourned at 
8:02 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Matthew Clayton, Health Commissioner 


