
 
Springdale Board of Health 

September 10, 2020 
 

Mayor Webster called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.   

Board of Health Members  
Present:  Rita Hart, Carol Quinlan-Hall, Dr. Ketring, James Squires 
 
Others Present 
Mayor Webster; Holly Emerson, Council representative to the Board of Health 
City Staff:  Matt Clayton, Health Commissioner; Amy Ellis, Public Health Nurse 
 
Meeting was held in Council Chambers in order to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19 
 
Minutes of the May 14, 2020 Board of Health Meeting –  
Minutes of the May 14, 2020 Board of Health meeting were considered and approved unanimously. 
 
City Council Report 
 
Mrs. Emerson gave the City Council Report.   
 
Mrs. Emerson stated that she would highlight key pieces of legislation from the meetings that occurred 
over the summer.  Her report is as follows: 
 
May 20, 2020 
 
Ordinance No. 15-2020 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A JOINT PROJECT FUNDING AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO THE RESURFACING OF 
STATE ROUTE 4 BETWEEN THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE AND THE CITY OF FAIRFIELD AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 
 
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) has identified a portion of State Route 4 beginning just 
south of Interstate 275 in Springdale and heading north to Seward Road in Fairfield as an upcoming Urban 
Paving Program project.  The project scope will include curb repairs, median island replacement, repair 
and replacement of catch basins, and a grind and overlay of the roadway.  That passed with a 7-0 vote.  
That is in the planned 2020 budget.   
 
Ordinance No. 17-2020 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 36.03 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPRINGDALE, 
OHIO ESTABLISHING FIRE DEPARTMENT STAFFING LEVELS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
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Currently the firefighters are 20 full-time firefighters, which creates an unequal number on some of the 
crew shifts.  That usually leaves one firefighter in overtime.  It was brought to Council’s attention that if 
they hired two firefighters, then we would save a lot of money and decrease the overtime.  That was 
passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
Ordinance No. 18-2020 
AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING FOR TEMPORARY OUTDOOR DINING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
That passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
In that meeting, there was a proclamation for Building Safety month, and a proclamation for National 
Public Works Week.  There was to be an introduction of Assistant City Administrator, Brian C. Uhl which 
did occur.   
 
June 17, 2020 
 
Ordinance No. 21-2020 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH LEO BRIELMAIER COMPANY 
FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT LOCKER ROOM RENOVATIONS PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
Due to the increase of female police officers in the Springdale Police Department, a larger, up-to-date 
locker room was necessary.  This will include plumbing, electric, flooring, and modifications will include 
new equipment such as locker, benches, restroom facilities.  That passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
There was to also be introductions of several Fire Lieutenants, Craig Kuhlmann, Ron Lang, and Brian 
Losekamp at the June 17, 2020 meeting, but all other introductions were placed on hold due to COVID-
19.    
 
July 1, 2020 
 
Proclamation for Parks and Recreation  
 
July 15, 2020 
 
Ordinance No. 23-2020 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO FUND THE EMPLOYEES’ HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS IN 2020 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
Deductibles for single coverage continue to go up, so it was requested that there be an increase in the 
HSA deposits.  The medical deductible for Springdale employees under the program remain at $2,000 for 
single coverage and $4,000 for family coverage up until 2016.  Then an increase from $2,600 in 2018, then 
2020, and 2021, the deductibles for single coverage is still increasing, so the medical deductible for the 
upcoming year will be $2,800 for single coverage, and $4,000 for family coverage.  Council had agreed to 
put in for the single coverage, $1,400 to the HSA, and $2,000 for family coverage.  That passed 7-0.  
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There was also to be a swearing in and an introduction of Patrol Officer Derek Setters, and an introduction 
of the Police Department custodian, Logan Godbey, but those have also been put on hold.   
 
August 19, 2020 
 
Ordinance No. 26-2020 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS TO THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE PROJECT – KEMPER ROAD INTERCONNECT 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
That passed with a 7-0 vote.   
 
There was also an introduction of the new Parks and Recreation Director, Charlie Wilson and the 
introduction of the Assistant Parks and Recreation Director, Steven Sanders was placed on hold.   
 
September 2, 2020 
 
Resolution No. R19-2020 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO FILE AND APPLICATION WITH THE OHIO 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION FOR LOCAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (LTIP) FUNDS 
AND/OR STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (SCIP) FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 
CLERK OF COUNCIL/FINANCE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE ALL CONTRACTS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS (EAST 
KEMPER ROAD/CSX BRIDGE REPAIR) 
 
That is the bridge at East Kemper Road, which has been needing to be repaired.  That passed with a 6-0 
vote.   
 
Mayor Webster added information regarding a recent OKI project for Northland Boulevard.  Grant money 
was awarded at the amount of $5.3 million dollars.   
 
 
Old Business 
Mr. Clayton brought up one item from the May Board of Health Meeting concerning a form that was the 
City of Springdale Health Department website which needed to be updated.  The form was regarding 
testing for COVID-19.  Upon further review, it was realized that the form was obsolete and was then 
removed from the website.  Mr. Clayton thanked Dr. Ketring for bringing it to his attention.   
 
New Business      -    None 
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Health Commissioner’s Report        Matt Clayton 
Nuisances, Animal Bites, and Food Illnesses - Mr. Clayton asked if the Board of Health members had any 
questions regarding the complaints and/or animal bites provided in the packet.  Mr. Clayton stated that 
there were many complaints addressed that were COVID-19 related due to social distancing or facemask 
issues.  Since there was a large volume of these items and other complaints due to the Board of Health 
being on a summer break, Mr. Clayton asked if the Board of Health members had any specific questions 
regarding the complaints provided.  Mrs. Emerson asked how many times businesses are allowed to not 
follow the rules before further action is taken?  Mr. Clayton stated that there are definitely some 
businesses that are “frequent fliers” in regards to the volume of complaints.  In those instances, Mr. 
Clayton has gone further up the corporate chain of command in order to find out the specific policies that 
are in place and how those companies are responding to COVID-19 related concerns.  Mr. Clayton gave 
credit to Ms. Ella Jergens for going out in the field and handling the one-on-one conversations with the 
individual locations.  Mrs. Quinlan-Hall noted that it is often difficult to enforce.  Mr. Clayton stated that 
Governor DeWine has left it up to local health departments to enforce the mandates, but this often 
becomes difficult.  Mrs. Quinlan-Hall was amazed at the volume of COVID-19 related complaints.   
 
 
COVID-19 Report 
Mr. Clayton gave an update regarding the amended contact tracing grant that was received for the 
amount of $37,752 (the original grant was approximately $11,000).  Funding for the COVID-19 grant, was 
initially $9,726.  At this time, the Springdale Health Department anticipates additional funding of roughly 
$21,000 for contact tracing and COVID-19 efforts, through early 2021.  Mr. Clayton stated that he 
anticipated additional funding in 2021.  The Springdale Health Department received a $2,000 grant for 
enforcement.  Mr. Clayton stated that would be to assist in some of the cost of Ms. Jergens’ time spent in 
the field investigating the complaints.  Mr. Clayton stated that there has been quite a bit of activity over 
the summer, he noted that there have been 223 COVID-19 cases and five deaths when this report was 
generated.  That number has increased to approximately 231 cases at the time of the meeting.  Efforts to 
continue the use of facemasks are now focused on businesses and our community partners.  Healthcare 
partners continue to receive a fair amount of face masks from Hamilton County EMA.  SHD has also 
provided them to our community health partners.  There have been extensive efforts by the Springdale 
Health Department to work with the local school districts.  A great deal of communication has occurred 
with Princeton City Schools, as well as with the local private schools located in Springdale.  Along those 
lines, outbreaks have occurred at two local schools.  Both incidents involved a small number of students 
two confirmed cases at one school and 12 contacts who had to isolate as a result.  At the other school, 
there were three cases with close contacts.  Mr. Clayton stated that he is still working with the Multi-
Agency Coalition.  The efforts for testing have been successful and are already in talks with the Ohio 
National Guard.  There are plans to partner with them for a drive-thru model for COVID-19 vaccinations 
when that becomes available.  Mr. Clayton stated that the testing has been close to us and quite helpful 
as well.  The Springdale Health Department has been also gearing up for flu season.  As usual, the 
Springdale Health Department will be encouraging fellow employees to sign up for their flu vaccination.  
While this is done every year, the health department will be encouraging this year more than ever to get 
the flu shot because of the risks associated with communicable diseases, specifically COVID-19.  The more 
influenza outbreaks that occur, the more likely people will be at risk for COVID-19.  Therefore, encouraging 
City employees as well as residents is even more imperative this year.  Mr. Clayton stated that he is hoping 
to operate a drive-thru clinic for influenza as well as hold an influenza clinic separately.  As part of our 
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Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP), the Springdale Health Department will be better prepared 
for COVID-19 vaccinations in the near future.  Mr. Clayton stated that he was grateful that additional grant 
funding has been made available to help offset the cost because COVID-19 has caused an increase in the 
workload and expense in handling this pandemic.   
 
PHAB (Public Health Accreditation) 
Mr. Clayton wanted to recognize the Springdale Health Department staff for all their continuing efforts in 
the accreditation process.  The site visit is scheduled (virtually) for November 30th through December 2nd.    
At this time, the health Department is working through the last of required documentation (October 21st 

deadline) so that all required information is fully prepared.   
 
Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC) 
The ODH MAC time study was from August 24th through August 30th.  The time study work has been 
completed.  The amount to be received from the most recent time study is still being determined, but Mr. 
Clayton stated that he should have that information at the October Board of Health meeting.  The June 
2020 ODH MAC study gave us the amount of $8,551.77 for participation.  Mr. Clayton noted that time 
spent dealing with COVID-19 has also been approved by ODH for reimbursement through the time studies.   
 
Annual Health Fair 
Not many partners were willing to come out for the Health Fair due to COVID-19 concerns.  Walgreens is 
willing to participate in the drive-thru option only, but Mr. Clayton stated that he was pleased that they 
were willing to join us.   
 
Mosquito Control Grant 
Mr. Clayton stated that the Springdale Health Department applied for an extension in order to use the 
remaining 2019 funds in 2020; the health department was approved to do so.  The Ohio EPA allowed the 
use.  The funds were used for some surveillance, but mainly for literature to be sent out to residents for 
health education.  Also included was the applications at the Community Center to the grounds that were 
completed by Mosquito Joe.   
 
Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant (PHEP) 
Had some recent deliverables.  The Springdale Health Department funding for 2020 was $2,839.  The one 
that was most recently completed was related to the continuity of operations and Mr. Clayton had the 
opportunity to work with Ms. Jergens on that.   
 
2020 School Supply and Book Bag Drive 
Mr. Clayton stated that this was the third year for this program.  ProAmpac made a substantial donation 
to buy book bags for children in need (around 200 book bags).  Sam’s Club, Macy’s, Humana, MediSync, 
as well as a variety of other partners that have previously supported this program continued to support 
this in 2020.   
 
Springdale Offering Support 
Mr. Clayton stated that he was sending emails before the meeting to Heritage Hill Elementary and 
Springdale Elementary since we have plans to continue with the annual tradition of buying coats, hats, 
and gloves for children in need.  Mr. Clayton stated that he has reached out to Susan Wyder of the 
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Princeton Closet and they have agreed to partner with SOS to supply coats and winter items for PCSD 
children found in need.   
 
Community Health Assessment (CHA) 
Mr. Clayton stated that the Springdale Health Department is in the final review process for the 2019-2020 
Community Health Assessment.  The survey was completed last year and this health assessment would 
have already been completed had it not been for the pandemic.   
 
Springdale Health Department Strategic Plan and Community Health Improvement Plan 
These are projects slated for 2021.   
 
Mayor Webster asked Mr. Clayton about the COVID-19 grants he was referring to earlier.  Mr. Clayton 
stated that the total amounts received were approximately $80,000 in COVID-19 grant money that will 
run mostly in 2020 and a smaller sum into 2021.  Mr. Clayton stated that most of these grants are to have 
funding to the Springdale Health Department by the end of January 2021.   
 
Mayor Webster gave a brief summary of the CARES Act funds received from the State and federal 
government.  These funds are being used primarily for technology issues to accommodate zoom meetings 
and employees to possibly work from home if necessary.  Mrs. Emerson asked if any of those funds can 
be used for additional help in the Health Department for contact tracing.  Mr. Clayton stated that is 
currently the situation since COVID Contact Tracer Becky Carrasco is assisting Nurse Amy Ellis.  Funding is 
also being used for future supplies for COVID-19 vaccination clinics.  Mrs. Quinlan-Hall asked if Ms. 
Carrasco was bilingual.  Mr. Clayton stated that was an added bonus in contact tracing.  We also had 
Carmen Ramos-Torrech who is a teacher with Princeton City Schools at the Innovation Center.  She is a 
native of Puerto Rico.  Both Becky and Carmen were excellent additions to the Springdale Health 
Department staff over the summer to assist Nurse Amy Ellis in contact tracing.  These individuals were 
also well known and trusted in the Latino community, which aided in getting information from individuals 
during contact tracing phone calls.  Mrs. Quinlan-Hall asked if schools were back in session at this time.  
Mr. Clayton stated that Princeton City Schools opted to give families options in the learning programs 
(virtual or in-person) during COVID-19.  Mr. Clayton stated that 30% of the families chose virtual.  That 
left 70% of the children to find a way to conduct in class instruction.  Princeton opted with a “Group A” 
and a “Group B” for them to be attending on alternate weeks.  Princeton purchased machines that do 
disinfection fogging in order to prepare classrooms for the next group to have safe in-classroom 
instruction, as well as the preparation of classrooms to have social distancing.  Dr. Ketring asked for 
clarification as to the learning situation for students.  When they are not in the classroom, they will be 
doing virtual learning from home.   
 
 
Public Health Nurse’s Report        Mrs. Ellis, RN 
Hamilton County Drug Overdose Report 
Nurse Ellis included Hamilton County Overdose Reports for May, June, July, and August 2020.  
 
Naloxone Usage 
In the Board of Health packet, Nurse Ellis shared the Naloxone usage reports that were provided by the 
Springdale Fire Department.  May saw a usage of two doses, June saw a usage of three doses, July saw a 



BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
September 10, 2020 
Page 7 
 
 
usage of two doses, and August saw a usage of five doses.  Nurse Ellis and Mr. Clayton discussed the uptick 
in usage in Springdale is consistent with an uptick of use in the region as well.   
 
Communicable Diseases 
Nurse Ellis noted that the biggest communicable disease is COVID-19.  Nurse Ellis included a summary of 
communicable diseases for May, June, July, and August 2020.  For all four months, the disease that stands 
out the most is COVID-19 for all four months.  The total amount of communicable diseases for follow up 
for all four months was 246.  There were 12 COVID-19 outbreaks in those four months.  Nurse Ellis then 
gave a comparison to what is usually seen which was illustrated on the Springdale Health Department’s 
Annual Report for 2019.  For the whole year of 2019, the Springdale Health Department only had 172 
communicable diseases.  For the whole year of 2019, the Springdale Health Department only had three 
outbreaks.  Nurse Ellis further explained that follow up on COVID-19 cases is extremely labor intensive, as 
well as the outbreaks.  Nurse Ellis expressed her gratitude for the Springdale Health Department staff as 
well as the hiring of Becky and Carmen over the summer to assist in contract tracing and well as being 
able to speak to the Latino community regarding COVID-19 cases.   
 
Childhood Immunization Clinic 
Nurse Ellis stated that the Springdale Health Department reopened the childhood immunization clinic 
beginning in June.  While previously the Springdale Health Department was able to have a large amount 
of patients at each clinic, we are now unable to do so because of safety issues for patients, parents, and 
the staff during COVID-19.  Less patients are seen at each clinic in order to keep everyone safe and to 
accommodate for social distancing.  Carmen and Becky were able to assist in rescheduling appointments.  
Four clinics were held in August in order to try and get children caught up on vaccines before school began.  
The clinic’s new requirements include facemasks for individuals attending the clinic, only one parent for 
child receiving vaccinations, and if they are sick, please stay home and reschedule at a later time.  At the 
time of this meeting, clinic appointments are booked out until December.  On top of the children that we 
are still trying to reschedule, we are also receiving phone calls for appointments for children from other 
school districts since other health departments have not yet reopened their clinics due to the 
overwhelming response that is required for COVID-19 cases.   
 
Annual Health Fair 2020 
Nurse Ellis stated that the Springdale Health Department’s Annual Health Fair was cancelled this year due 
to concerns for safety during the pandemic.   
 
Latino Coalition of Southwest Ohio 
Meetings are cancelled until further notice, and the Latino Expo has also been cancelled due to COVID-
19.   
 
COVID-19 Activity Summaries 
 
Nurse Ellis gave a summary of activities that have been going on since April 2020.  Ohio Department of 
Health came out with the Ohio Contact Tracing System (OCTS).  It is a texting platform.  Before this 
program was set up,contact tracing involved twice-daily phone calls to individuals, track their 
temperatures, and then put them into a database called Redcap.  The Ohio Department of Health realized 
how labor intensive this was, and was able to create OCTS.  While this is still a voluntary system of 
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communication with individuals, if they do choose to do it, they will receive a text and that text will ask 
them, “Are you having any of these symptoms?”, “What is your temperature?”  Individuals still need to 
monitor, but they can answer via text, and then Nurse Ellis can then log on and can see what is going on.  
Nurse Ellis then knows if that person has a temperature, or symptoms and she can then call them and 
follow up with them.  That system has already saved a large amount of time.  About June or July, different 
languages were instituted on the system as well.  This was a tremendous help since the vast majority of 
cases were Hispanic, and staff was still having to make telephone calls twice daily to check on COVID-19 
cases.  From June to August, the Springdale Health Department has monitored close to 149 close contacts 
using OCTS.  Prior to that, the health department did probably close to 30, but, once again, prior to June, 
there weren’t as many cases either.  Nurse Ellis stated that the Springdale Health Department is still 
following up with all close contacts.  If they decline using OCTS (Ohio Contact Tracing System), we still 
provide individuals with all the information that they will need and guidelines on what they are supposed 
to do.  They will receive a packet from us with forms and information so that they can reference what it 
means to quarantine, what guidelines are to be followed.  Nurse Ellis stated that while the policy is for 
individuals to receive follow up calls from the local health department where the positive case lives, our 
health department can receive a phone call from other health departments to inform us if their resident 
works at a business located within the City of Springdale.  When that occurs, Nurse Ellis is then in contact 
with that company to find out their guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  We also contact 
Springdale businesses if a worker calls us anonymously and is worried about precautions not being taken 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.   
 
COVID-19 School Guidance 
 
Nurse Ellis stated that she included the Hamilton County School Reference Guide for COVID-19.  Nurse 
Ellis stated that this is an excellent resource for the Springdale Health Department to go to when a local 
school has issues or questions regarding COVID-19.   
 
Miscellaneous Information 
Nurse Ellis included an article for the Board of Health members in their packets from the American College 
of Cardiology regarding “Returning to Play after Coronavirus Infection:  Pediatric Cardiologists’ 
Perspective”.  This article has helped to shape the requirements for student athletes to return to play 
after contracting COVID-19.  While local health departments can release individuals from quarantine, 
clearance from a physician is required for student athletes due to the results found in this article.   
 
Mrs. Quinlan-Hall had a question regarding what type of testing was being done at this time.  Nurse Ellis 
agreed that was a good question since, after speaking in May, things have changed dramatically in regards 
to testing possibilities.  Nurse Ellis stated that viral testing is still available which tests for the virus itself 
also known as PCR test.  When that test comes back positive, that is truly a confirmed case.  There is also 
antigen testing, and antibody testing.  There is now a rapid test.  There is also saliva testing.  There is a lot 
of testing, unfortunately, depending on what type the test is, it can mean a different classification.  Nurse 
Ellis stated that they are finding that some labs aren’t using the FDA approved test kits.  That then causes 
problems as well.  There are labs that report information to the health department that is incomplete, so, 
the health department will not have a date of birth, or an address, or other things that you would vitally 
need for contact tracing.  There has also been late reporting.  Mr. Clayton has been working diligently with 
the Multi Agency Coalition regarding this problem.   
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Mayor Webster asked Nurse Ellis and Mr. Clayton about the status of still having a flu vaccination clinic 
since the Annual Health Fair has been cancelled.  Nurse Ellis stated that the Springdale Health Department 
is currently working on a schedule to make that happen as well as a schedule for City employees to get 
vaccinated as well.   
 
 
Board of Health Discussion 
Board of Health members expressed their gratitude for the work during this pandemic.   
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  The Board of Health meeting adjourned 
at 8:06 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Matthew Clayton, Health Commissioner 
 
 


