
 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

January 12, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

I CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Darby, Chairman .  
 

II ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Tom Hall, Don Darby, Steve Galster,  

Bob Diehl, Meghan Sullivan-Wisecup, Dave Okum 
Members Absent:  Joe Ramirez  
 
Staff Present:  Carl Lamping, Building Official; Anne McBride, City Planner; Shawn 
Riggs, City Engineer 
 
  

III PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 

IV MINUTES – Not Available 
 

V ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

a. Chairman: Mr. Darby made a motion to nominate Mr. Dave Okum as 
Chairman of the Planning Commission: Mrs. Sullivan-Wisecup seconded. 
Motion Passed 6-0 

b. Vice Chairman: Mr. Okum made a motion to nominate Mr. Steve Galster 
as Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission: Mr. Darby seconded. 
Motion Passed 6-0 

c. Secretary: Mr. Okum made a motion to nominate Mr. Bob Diehl as 
Secretary of the Planning Commission: Mr. Darby seconded. Motion 
Passed 6-0 

d. Liaison to Board of Zoning Appeal: Not required at this time as Mr. Hall is 
current Liaison. 

e. Liaison to Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission: Mr. Darby 
made a motion to nominate Mr. Dave Okum to keep his position; Mrs. 
Sullivan-Wisecup seconded. Motion Passed 6-0  

 
 

VI REPORT ON COUNCIL  
 
Report on City Council presented by Mrs. Sullivan-Wisecup for the meeting held on 
January 6, 2021.  There were no questions or comments from Commission 
Members.   
 
 

VII CORRESPONDENCE    -    None 
 
 

VIII OLD BUSINESS   -   None 
 
 

IX NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Springdale Plaza, 425 East Kemper Rd, Aldi’s, Minor Modification to a PUD 

(Application 38348) 
 
Ms. Anne McBride presented comments from her Comment Letter to the 
Planning Commission. 
 
Mrs. Sullivan-Wisecup agreed that is Minor Modification. 
 
Mr. Shawn Riggs had no comments 
 
The representatives for the Aldi’s location presented to the Planning 
Commission: 
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Mr. Russ White, Aldi’s Real Estate, 4400 S. Charleston Pk, Springfield, OH.  
Mr. Jason Longbrake, MS Consultants, 2434 Wimbledon Rd, Columbus, OH. 
Mr. Sean Bostater, Onyx Creative, 25001 Emery Rd, Cleveland, OH 
 
Mr. Okum brought up the issue of the sign being a box sign and not channel 
letters. The Aldi’s representative responded to and asked the Planning 
Commission to work with Aldi’s design. 
 
Mr. Galster stated the sign was not an issue for him, because of the design. He       
did have concerns in regards to the carts being returned and not just left all over 
the parking lot. Mr. Galster also questioned the sidewalk space that had the cart 
return on it. Aldi’s addressed all of his questions and concerns. 
 
Mr. Okum had further questions regarding the sign that is significantly under in 
size. 
 
There were no comments or questions from the audience. 
 
Mr. Darby made a motion for application #38348, to approve the following 
project Aldi’s, 425 East Kemper Road, Minor Modification to a PUD, per the 
specifications and designs provided in our meeting packets as exhibits that were 
submitted by the applicant prior to this meeting and reviewed by staff. This 
motion includes the following conditions, staffs, our City Engineer, and City 
Planners, recommendations and consideration contained in their report, along 
with the signage as requested; Mr. Galster seconded 
 
Motion was approved 6-0 

 
B. Tri County Commons, 11750 Commons Dr, Springdale, Ohio, Storage Cube, 

Final Development Plan (Application 38322) 
 
Ms. Anne McBride read her comments from her Comment Letter and presented 
to the Planning Commission. Ms. McBride stated the building will be 
transformed into a climate controlled storage facility with a leasing office.  
 
Mr. Shawn Riggs presented his comments from his Comment Letter to the 
Planning Commission.  
 
Mr. Galster, had questions for Ms. McBride regarding the approval of Uhaul, 
previous applicant, in which she addressed. 
 
Representatives for the Cubesmart location. Mr. Chris Catania, 48 Glenlock Ct, 
Sugarland, TX; Mr. Bryan Bender, Civil and Environmental Consultants, 5899 
Montclair Blvd, Cincinnati, OH; John Clark, architect, (via Zoom) 
 
Mr. Galster addressed concerns and had questions regarding the signs. 
Discussion continued and further questions were asked by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Darby advocated for the developer in regards to the sign size. 
 
Mr. Lamping informed the Commission that the signage is existing; however 
larger than code allows. 
 
Mr. Okum stated the Commission had no problems with the signage size. The 
main concern is the vinyl and look. 
 
Mr. Clark was speaking via zoom, and unable to be heard for the minutes. 
 
Mr. Lamping addressed the concerns of returning to the Planning Commission. 
He advised that if the size would be approved, they can fix the vinyl during 
construction of the building, or if channel letters are required they could be 
approved at the staff level. 
 
No comments or questions from the audience. 
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Mr. Okum made the motion for application #38322. The chair shall entertain the 
motion to approve the following project Tri County Commons, 11750 Commons 
Dr, Storage Cube, Final Development Plan, case #38322 per the specifications 
and designs provided in our meeting packets is exhibits that were submitted by 
the applicant prior to this meeting and reviewed by staff. This motion includes 
the following conditions, staffs, our City Engineer, and City Planners, 
recommendations and consideration contained in their report. This motion also 
includes the exterior color pallet if there shall be changes it should be submitted 
to staff; otherwise except reviewed for approval. Except for the red areas that 
were presented in the drawings, that shall be approved as presented. As far as 
signage, the signs on the north and south elevation elements will have channel 
cut letters.  The old Front Room letters that are in black that replacement on the 
translucent panels shall be approved, conditionally upon the old letters being 
removed and the residual being examined. If the 450 sf area is not marred then 
vinyl letters would be approved; otherwise the signage area shall be submitted 
to this commission for review. Whereas all zoning code regulations not detailed 
in this motion remain in effect.  
 
Mr. Galster made a motion to approve; Mrs Sullivan-Wisecup seconded. 
 
Motion was approved 6-0 

 
X DISCUSSION                                       -                       None 

   
 

XI CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  -  None 
 

 
XII ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mr. Galster moved to adjourn. 
Mrs. Sullivan-Wisecup seconded the motion.   
 
Meeting was adjourned with a voice vote of 6 to 0.   

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
________________________, 2021 __________________________________ 
                                          Dave Okum, Chairman 

 
 

________________________, 2021 ___________________________________ 
                           Bob Diehl, Secretary 
 


